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Pr 1 former Treatiſe of Schiſm, ſbew'd 
NED 18 how the 8 in their ſeveral 
W Turns of 3 3 all 
meg mr of Separation from their 
— Eſtabliſh'd Ways of Worſhip, and 
oro ſeverely they Anathematiz'd one another, and 
Fejelted all the moſt humble Supplications i hat could 
e made for Liberty of Conſcience, and this is a 
Truth / evident, that I have not met with a 
Hoch yet, that makes the leaſt Pretence to refute it. 


1 


I this Second Part, I have inquir'd into the 
Pentiments of the beſt Reforni'd Churches Abroad; 


have Publiſh'd no Quotations, either in the former 


Ruthority. I have no Deſign to Circumoent any 
e, but purely to encourage the honeſt Con- 
Wormſt, in the ſtedfaſt Communion of our Eſta- 
liſh'd Church, where no Man need to doubt of 


\ 


Palvation, that lives agreeably to ber Doctrines. 


Proteſtant Churches zu Foreign Countries, when 


bey bad a right Underſtanding of the State of the 
1 VVV 5 


PREFACE. 


rd 1 do candid:y and ſincerely aſſure the World, that 


; Part, or this, but what are genuine, and of good 


Wd, I think, 1 baue ſufficiently diſcover d, how the 


Contro- 


T ney 
” 1 


The PREFACE. 
Controverſy between our Church and thoſe of t|; 
Separation, did as bitterly condemn them, as they 
in their Turns, when uppermoſt, did cenſure on: 
another. / 


The Enemies of. our Church and State, do hoy; 
ro compaſs our Ruin, by means of our own Inteſtin 
Diviſions. I pray God, we may ſpeedi'y and thy 
roughly diſappoint them, by a hearty Union among 
ourſelves, and by putting an end to all Perſoni 
. Piques and Quarrels, and eſpecially to thoſe odiou 

Party-Diſtinctions, which have of late done ſo muti 
Miſchief, and Ruin'd ſo many Families among 
Inſtead of theſe, let us propagate mutual Kindnelz 
and honeſt plain Dealing, let ws be careful to ole 
Magiſtrates, and thoſe that have Authority over 1 
according to St. Paul's Direction, for Conſcienc 
ſake, or as” St. Peter, for the Lord's fake. 4 
much as in us lieth, let us endeavour to lin 
Peaceably with all Men, eſpectally among ou 
Brethren, and Fellow Profeflors of the Proteſtan 
Reformation. 'Thzs toi give our Religion a br 
Luſtre both at Home and Abroad; this will diſcoul 
rage all Rebellion and Faction, and prevent i 
Shedding of much Blood; and in a word, I ſee nt 
how without this, we can expect to be a Happ 
People in this World, or lay any Claim to the Joy 
f the World to come. _— 


3 ˙ wn! · WP —_ Da_———_—_—_ 
N - N 
- — 
* 4 
> 
— % 
P ] 9 
— * 
\ 
V fl 
\ , 
9 A 
Fg 
* U 
' 


"FF. 


* 


eee ee 


WE 


. 
ft 


eee 
8 O HIS M 
Try'd and Condemn d, &c. 


World, and that which is ro come, ly- 
eth in his obeying or diſobeying the Sa- 
cred Oracles of God, viz. The Holy 


J 
OWL; 


—— — — IS 


pounded, are the Rule of our Faith; and 


all People that have been fo happy as to be Bapriz'd into 
Chriſt's Religion, ought, without the prejudice of Educa- 


tion, Intereſt, Party, or any other ſiniſter Inducement, 
to examine and weigh well, what Conſtructions are 
made to them of the aforeſaid Divine Writings, as being 
the Foundation of their Future and Eternal Happineſs. And 
for that, the greater Number of the People of theſe 
Realms, from their being Unlearn'd, are incapable of 
judging in Matters of Divinity, what is Right or Wrong; 
and may from others, though not alrogether as Un- 


learn'd, yet almoſt as Unskilful as themſelves, be im- 


pos'd on by Falſe or Ambiguous Interpretations of Holy 
Writ, ſo as to endanger their Eternal Salvation; there- 


; fore, the Author hereof, whoſe aim is, to promote the 


main End of Man, viz. His Temporal! quiet of Conſcience, 
and Eternal Bleſſedneſs, admoniſheth all that call chem- 
ſelves Chriſtians, to conſider that none but Men of the 
greateſt Learning, are capable gf making a right Ropes 
1 5 | tion 


e ? 
sd a 


AN's Happineſs or Unhappineſs, in this 


Scriptures, which being rightly Ex- 


: . 7 
t l 


EST 
tion of the Holy Scriptares; and, therefore, that they do 
not reſt upon the Conſtructions of the Sacred Writings, 
made by thoſe that are not ſo qualified : for a ſandy or 
periſhing Foundation laid here, will not ſupport a Build- 
wg that is defigned, after this Life, to laſt for ever. 
The Old Teſtament being written in the Hebrew Lan- 
guage, and the New Teſtament in the Greek; all thoſe 
that underſtand not thoſe Tangues, muſt take all Inter- 
pretations upon truſt, and ſuch are not to be depended 
on as genuine Expoſitors: Now ſeeing nothing but a 
Foundation upon a Spiritual Rock, can ſecure our 


Celeſtial Building; let's take care to raiſe and ſettle it 


upon the Prophets and Apoſtles, our Saviour Feſus Chriſt 
being the chief Corner, the Foundation Stone. And as 
none but the Learned are qualified to be our Iaſtructors; 
fo, let's endeavour to find out thoſe wiſe Charmers, ſuch 
being aſſuredly to be found in the Pariſh Churches of this 
Realm of England, and that of Ireland, in whom our 
tatety lieth, and tollow their Directions in obeying God's 
Laws, by a Holy Life and Converſation. py 
Bur becauſe Eternal Happineſs, next to the wonderful 
Goeareſs and Mercy of God, depends on our Behaviour 
in this Lite, and Vniverſal Charity is one Principle re- 
quiſite towards attaining the fame; let's endeavour to 
hve in mutual Friendſhip and Love with each other, in 
ſmcere Obedience to the Laws, and in Subor dination to all 
our Superiours, without which, Life wiclt will be but 
a burthen, to thoſe that are in the higheſt Circumſtances 
of it; while they who yield a Religious compliance, 
do as it were anticipate Heaven, while on Earth; by 
doing the greateſt Good in their Generation; being hated 
hy none, but eſteem'd by all, and that which is inhnite- 
ly above all, be lovd by God, and by him rewarded 
Eternally. | | 5 
As we muſt, therefore, endeavour to be rightly in- 
ſtructed in the Fundamentals of Religion, by ſuch an Ex- 
poſition of the Holy Scriptures, as the befure-mention'd 
Drvines have taught, or may teach us; ſo having at- 
rain'd to the Knowledge of the ſame, we are then to pur- 
ne the Practice of it in all proper reſpects, being com- 
prized under theſe Three Heads of Duty, wiz. To Goa, 
oy + 85 Ourſelues, 
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E 
Onrſelves, ind our Neighbours; but my intent in this 
Diſcourſe is only to treat of the Publick Worſhip of God; 
and, therefore, I ſhall confine myſelt to that; for, as 
to Private Prayer, the Government has left that in the 


Breaſt of every one, to aft at Pleaſure, but not, fo as to 
the Publick Worſhip : For God Himſelf has poſitively 


Prayer for all People 5 not one Soul excuſed that is capa- 
ble of attending there. How then do they diſobey this 


8 ſelves from the Parocbial. Aſemblies ; and under pretence 
of a more Spiritual Worſhip, than is that of the Liturgy 
of the Church, join themſelves in Bodies, and in Opinions 
nas different from each other, as they are from our Efta- 
bl;/hwent, deſpiſing the ſame, and contemning the Laws 


Place to Aſſemble at. 

= Bur then ſome may ask, What is meant by the Houſe 
dt Prayer? As conceiving they fr Mn aggro in any 
: Place that a Company congregated together, may Agree 
upon and appoint : To which I Anſwer, the Nation being 


IS Houſe of Prayer, to which every Inhabitant, without 
= ſome Lawful Lett or Hindrance, is at the Hours of 
= Prajer bound to reſort; there jointly, with all preſent, 
to pay their Public Devotions, and with one Heart, and 

one Voice, i. e. expreſſing the fame Words, to glorify God. 

Now Publick Prayer being by all Chriſtian People 
acknowledg'd an Eſential and Principal Part of the Wor- 
ſhip ot God, and He not having expreſſed in His Word, 
= whether Publick Prayer ſhall be pertorm'd with or with- 
out a Form, tis out of all Doubt or Scruple, that it 


reſpective Kingdoms and Countries, to compile a Litar- 
or Forms of Pablick Prayers, with ſuch Rites and Cere- 
wonies, as ſhall in their great Wiſdom and Prudence ap- 
pear to them to be for Edifying of the People, by pro- 
moting the Glory of God, and their. Salvation; and they 
may Eſtabliſh the fame by a Lam, which ſhall bind the 


Conſcienses 


9 


declared, That His Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe of 


great Statute-Law of the Almighty's, who Separate them- 


of God, which enjoyn a ſtrict Conformity to the Juſt 
| Laws of Man, who has Power to appoint both Time and 


enerally divided into Diſtricts, every Church or Chapel, 
jp what we properly term the Houſe of God, or the 


properly, and of right belong to all Governors in their 
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Conſciences of all their Subjects to a compliance with 
the ſame. 

In moſt Chriſtian Countries, they have, as well as we, 
Eſtabliſh'd Litargies, with Rites and Ceremonies ; and 
generally ſpeaking, do exact from their Subjects Obea;. 
ence to thoſe Ordinances, as well knowing the dangerous 
Conſequences of giving way to the novel Inventions, 
and fanciful Scruples of Unreaſonable and Schiſmatical 
People; with which theſe Kingdoms are too plentifully 
ſtor' d, and who have causd many and great Confuſion: 
both in Church and State, and who will not be brought 


to conſider in any Degree, the Nature of our Pab/ieþ 


Worſhip ; for if they would but read and weigh it, and 
obſerve well the Directions given in the Rabrick for our 
Decent Behaviour in the Houſe of God; they would 
ſoon perceive how they have been miſled in their Sepa- 
ration; and to their great Satisfaction find, that the 


Liturgy of the Church of England, is ſo Excellent in all | 


the Particulars of its Service, as not to be equall'd by 
any*other Divine Collection of Publick Prayers in the 
World; and well it may ſo be, being Compil'd by thoſe 
moſt Learn'd, Judicious, and truly Pious Divines, viz, 

Dr. Cranmer, Arch-Biſhop ot Canterbury, and Martyr, 

Dr. Gooarick, Biſhop of Eh. 

Dr. Skip, Biſhop of Hereford: 

Dr. Thir/by, Biſhop of Weſtminſter. 

Dr. Day, Biſhop ot Chicheſter. | 
Dr. Holheck, Biſhop of Lincoln. 4 5 
Dr. Ridley, Biſhop of Rocheſter, afterwards Biſhop of 
London, and Martyr. | 

Dr. Cox, King Edward's Almoner. 

Dr. Taylor, Dean of Lincoln, and Martyr, 

Dr. Heynes, Dean of Exeter, 

Dr. Redman, Dean of Weſtminſter, 

Mr. Robinſon, Arch-deacon of Leicefkey, 
Whoſe fincere aim in the whole Work, was, the Glory of 
Cod, and Salvation of Man, as will appear to all ra- 
tional People, that will ſeriouſly, and without Prejudice, 
peruſe the ſame. - 

It is much to be Lamented, when we obſerve with 
what Indifferency and Indecency, even many of 15 by 

| | elle 
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[9] 

fefſed Members, perform their Publick Deꝛotions, and 
| fully the Beauty of that incomparable Service. 

To obſerve the truly Ignorant in their Devotions, is 
not much of Wonder, but of Conrerument to all Devout 
| Chriſtians ; and no doubt bur allowances will be made at 
the'great Day, to the ſincere Profeſſors, tor their deficiency 
in Knowledge, provided their Ignorance was not wiltul. 

But what the knowing Chriſtian may plead at the 
General Bar, who hath either neglected the performing 
his Publict Duty, or has been ſuperficial in thoſe Holy 
Exerciſes, J am not able to conceive. 

And, therefore, I preſume, thoſe that hold the Pablick 

Service of the Church, in the higheſt eſteem, ought care- 
fully to watch over their own Behaviour in the Hoſe of 
Cod, for that the Divine Preſence is more eſpecially there 
with his Aſſiſting Grace, beholding our Order, hearing 
and accepting our Petitions, Praiſes and Thank(givings ; 
and Bleſſing us with thoſe Things that He ſeerh necdtul 
for our Souls and Bodies. | Sw 
And beſides, that in this our unthinking Age, to cur 
Griet we find, that Example has more influence than Pre- 
cept; the better Sort of Chriſtians ought ſo to behave 
themſelves in their Publick Devotions, as to be Exemplary 
to the leſs Knowing and Unthoughttul ; for if the better 
Fort of Profeſſors have but a due regard to the External 
Beauty of Holine[s, (beyond which the Human Eye can 
never reach) the more Ignorant will naturally incline to 
be led by their Example. „ 
And truly, this outward Behaviour in the Pablick Wor- 
pip of God, is of very great Conſequence, and bens ficial 
in an Extraordinary Manner to the Church of Chriſt, by 
mutually exciting true Reverence in Devotion. 

That this Excellent Form, call'd the Common Prayer, is 
cenſurd as Popyſh, is too true; but, who are they that 
bring this Charge? Are they not the Papiſts themſelves 
that lay this Odium on it, and know it Unjuſt? And 
= who have alſo taught our Diſſenters the ſame Leſſon, to 
be continually inveighing againſt it: And, among them, 
none _ than thoſe that never read, and never intend 
to read it» | 
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For, that Idolatrous Part of Chriſt's Catholick Church, 
at our Reformation from their Errors, found that Una- 
nimity among Proteſtants, would ruin the Papal In- 
tereſt, and prevent the reducing this Chxrch and State 
to Popery and Arbitrary Power, (Two inſeparable Con- 
comitants) well knowing the Charch of England to be 
the Grand Bulwark againſt all Falſe Doctrines, and He. 
. terodox Opinions, Tis certain, there's nothing they ma- 


lign more, and uſe all Means to deſtroy, than this E. 
ftabliſhd Church, 5 


And finding themſelves depriv'd of thoſe vaſt Sums 
they Yearly receiv'd from theſe Kingdoms, Miſſion d great 


Numbers of their Emi(ſaries, as well into England, as 


into other Reform d Countries to divide us; who ſeeing 
that outward force was not ſufficient to compaſs their 
Ends, reſolv'd to follow the Advice of the mighty Cham- 
pion of their Cauſe (Cardinal Bel/armine) who, among 
other Meaſures for reducing a Retorm'd People to Popery, 
has laid down for an eternal Maxim, Divide et impera: 
and truly ſo indefatigable are they for bringing about 
their Ends, that what cannot be effected by the Power of 
Arms, ſhall (if poſſible ) be compleated by ſecret Strata- 
gems; and how ſucceſsful they have been in the latter, 
will eaſily appear to any rectified Judgment, that ſhall 
{erioully conſider our preſent Separation, 

But though I thus Charge Nome, as juſtly I may, 
with being the Original of our Diviſions, I do not in- 
tend thereby to excuſe the ſeveral Sects, that compoſe 
the Separation from our Eſtabliſh'd Church. For (what- 
ever is in its own Nature Evil, can never by any Hu- 
man Toleration become good) to divide from a N. 
tional Church, where the Dectrines of the Holy Scriptures 
are Orthodoxally Expounded; the Sacraments of Baptiſm, 
and the Lords Supper, regularly and conſtantly Ad- 
miniſtred ; irs Worſhip 4 ane truly Primitive; 
and nothing enjoyn'd, but what is taken out of the Di- 
vine Writings, or agreeable thereto, and all its Ceremo- 
nies having a tendency to Decency and Order; to ſeparate 
from ſuch an Eſtabli/pment, may well be preſum'd, to 
amount to nothing leſs than a Schiſm; and what the 
Conſequence of that will be, I would to God, on Diſ- 

| | 8 enters?“ 


\ 


P 


ſenters from our Eſtabliſb d Churab, would for their 
Eternal Welfare, ſrriouſſy weigh. 
For, tis not to be doubted, the Leaders of thoſe un- 
fortunate People that Divide from us, enjoyn their Au- 
ditors not to liſten to any thing that may work in them 
a compliance with the Eſtabliſb d Church; but on the 
contrary (and thereby doing the Feſuits work for them) 
| affright them with Sarcaſtical Reflections on the Common 
Prayer; ſuch as being Superſtitious (or the like) nay, 
even as being the aſs itſelt, meaning the Popiſh Maſs 
© Books, which truly makes the People Idolatrous, and 
thereby hindring their deluded Hearers from giving an 
Ear to ſuch mild and rational Arguments, as- might 
prevail upon them, and will do upon thoſe that are 
not prejudiced againſt it. 7 
Por, when any one comes to Reaſon with them about 
Conformity, initead of ſolid arguing, they fly out into 
ſuch extravagant Reflections on the Liturgy of the 
church of England the which (if true) would juſtly 
Iterritie all modeſt People from even looking in at the 
Church Doors, And what in Truth would more frighten 
thoſe that are Retorm'd from Popsſh Errors, than to 
be Gommanded to Worſhip (inftead of the True Ged) 
Created Beings, as Angels, the Virgin Mary, and an endleſs 
Legend of Popiſih Saints, ſuch as Thomas of Becker, and 
others, the moſt profligate and flagitions, as Ignatius 
Loyola, the Founder of that Order, call'd by the moſt. 
EWacred Name of Jeſus, and Cannonid d by the Pope? 
And till the honett well-meaning People among the 
Dieters, can be brought to have true Sentiments of the 
- E/ ab!i/Þ'd Church, tis in vain to expect to gain over to 
. the Church, thoſe that Separate from it; but on the con- 
es Frary, tis reaſonable to fear, that the weaker Sort among 
„ Purſelves, may be in Danger, by Converſation, to be won 
|- [Iver to their Deluſions. | | La 
; For, could the common People among the Diſſenters. 
e brought to underſtand that they have no real Pub- 
ek Worſhip, but their Meetings are only Places, where 
is poſſible they may learn their Duty, but have not 
pportunity of Practiſing it; for Sermons are only in- 
| Fructive, and the Doctines with relation to the Pwublick 
| B 2 | - Werſhiy 
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Worſhip of God, not to be Practiſed there; for no Perfon 


upon the Vanity of ir, which (being long) is many 


- ficient or redundant. 


Circumſtances of Man, ſo they are addreſſed to the 


r 


Prays there but the Teacher himſelf, who is accuſtomd 
to Pray from a voluntary Effuſion, and to value himſelt 
(the People being ſo weak as to value bim too) 


times attended with Tautolagies, and often pure Nonſenſe, 
preferring this affected way of Praying, under the pre- 
text of being dictated by the Holy Spirit, before a well 
Compiled Liturgy ; how ist poſſible for any one to 
join in a Prayer he never heard before? for I muſt liſten 
to what the Miniſter firſt ſays, and before I can conſidet 
of what he has firſt utter d, he's gone to another Peti. 
tion, and ſo J am loſt; and if he Prays the fame Prayer 
twice, it certainly becomes a Form; and if a Form, why 
not that of the Common Prayer ? Where all the Parts af 
Prayer ; ſuch as Confeſſion, Deprecation, Interceſſin, i 
Thank (givings, &c. are ſo Excellently laid together, u 
ſuch pathetick and intelligible Expreſſions, as to Ediſie tie 
meaneſt, as «ell as the Reed Capacities ; it is Compoſe: 
in molt Significant Words and Phraſes; and this Encamim We 
is given ot it by Act of Parliament, in the Second Year «| 
Edward the Sixth, Anno. Dom. 1548, The which at thi 
Time, by the aid of the Holy Ghoſt, with one Uniform 4 
greement, is of them concluded, ſet forth and deliver d to H 
Highneſs the Lord Protector (the King's Uncle) t 4 
great Comfort and quietneſs of Mind. 1 
And with relation hereto, the Excellent Dr. Comb: 
expreſſes hrmſelt after this manner; Ve have reaſan 
admire how the incomparable Compoſers could ſay ſo mui 
and ſo well, in ſo little room, and that without any thing «WW 


And as the Prayers are adapted to all Conditions ai 


'Ged and Holy Trinity, in the moſt proper Poſt ares, au 
humble Geſtures, and ſuch as have been Practiſed if 
the Apoſtolick and Catholitk Church, down to this prele 
Time, and free from all manner of 1dolatry, with whip 
the Separators are ſo Bug- bear d. 1 
Ours being the true Chriſtian Worſhip, our Saviour t 
the Woman of Samaria of, that ſhould be Eſtabliſh BY 
in the World; Spiritual, in Oppoſition to * 7 1 
. TE ac, 
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\n WM Sacrifice of the Jews, which were Aboliſh'd at the com- 
dg of Chriſt, as foretold by the Prophets: And true in 
t Wl Oppoſition to the Gentiles Worſhip ot their falſe Geds, 
o) hole Oracles were all ſtruck Dumb. . 
ny I ſay, were the well-meaning Houls among the Diſſex- 
5% ers rightly inform'd that they are deceiv'd in the Na- 
re. ture of Public Worſhip, and that they have it not in 
ell their Meetings; no doubt but they would join them- 
to lelves to us; for tis very Natural for all People that be- 
en lieve a God, to incline to his Norſhip; and would ſuch 
ger I ſpeak ot make a tryal of our Eſtabliſh'd Worſhip, they 
i. would be ſet in a true Light, and happily Conform. 
jr Nor, indeed, can any Oppoſition be made againſt the 
by We vole, or any Part thereof, but what does appear from 
of WW true Reaſoning, to be highly abſurd, notwithſtanding the 
moſt plauſible Pleas of the preſent Separators, which 
are ſuch as have been, and ſtill are, Condemn'd by the 
8 prreſt Reform d Churches Abroad. 


the 
2 To begin with that of Fance, which in ſeveral Let- 
ters to that Right Reverend and truly Pious Prelate, Dr. 


Henry Compton, the late Biſhop of London, inveigh moſt 
ſeverely againſt thoſe that divide upon ſuch frivolous 
= Excuſes, from fo pure an Eſtabliſhment as that of the 
Church of 7 ren and lament moſt ſorrowfully their 
ov great Unhappineſs in being at ſuch a Diſtance, that 
they cannot join Communion with us. To deſcend 
particularly, to Inſtance in ſome of their moſt Eminent 
EZ Divines ; and firſt, 3 5 
= Monſieur De Langle, one of the Preachers of the 
Reform d Church at Charington near Paris, in a Letter to 
the aforeſaid Prelate, delivers himſelf thus; 
l I cannot expreſs to you, with how much Grief FE 
* underſtand that your Diviſions. continue, at a Time 
in which there are ſuch preſſing Reaſons for being Re- 
united; above all, that which you tell me of Wri- 
* tings that are at this Time Publiſhed, to make Men 
believe that Communion with the Church of England is 
* Unlawful, and that the Miniſters cannot permit it 
* to private Perſons without Sinning, ſeems to me a 
thing fo unreaſonable in itſelf, that J ſhould * — 
„ | 8 9 & le ve 
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© believe it, if it were not atteſted by a Perſon of you 
* Merit and Confideration. 
Ny Lora, you well know what my Sentiment: ate, 
© and always have been in this Matter, and the way 
which I uſed Two Years ago, when I was in England, 
in frequenting your Aſſemblies, and Preaching too, in x 
” N that is under the Furiſdiction ot the 
Church of England, ſufficiently ſhews that I'm very fu 
* from believing that her Communion is Unlawfal, and 
© this alſo proves very evidently that my Opinion in this 
Matter is the fame, that is holden by our Churches 
* becaule tis not imaginable that I would without any 
* neceſſity have done a thing, which would have drawn 
the Diſpleaſure of my Brethren upon me; and which 
at my return would have expos'd myſelf, to be blam'd, 0 
© zf not to be cenſur'd by them. | = 0 
* My Lord, I would to God, that all the miſtaken 0 
* Chriſtians that are in the World, would receive your 25 
Reformation; I would, with all my heart, ſpend W-- 
* all the Blood I have, to procure them ſo great : 
Good; and I am ſure, with what an excee ing Foy our 
Churches would enter into their Cmmanion, it being 
pure in their Opinions for Dofrines, they differ d 
no more from them, than by Sarplices, and innocent 


* Ceremonies, and ſome Diverſities ot Orders in the Go- 
© verment of the Church. 


And by this, my Lord, you may perceive, what | 
* have to Anſwer to your Second Queſtion ; tor ſince 
the Church of England, is a true Church of our Lord, 
* ſince her Worſhip and Doctrines are pure, and have no- 
* thing in them concrary to the ward of God; and ſince 
© that, when the Reformation was there receiv'd, twas 
© receivd together with Epi/copacy, and with the Efta- 
* bliſhment of the Liturgy and Ceremonies, which are 
there in ule at this Day; it is, without doubt, the 
Duty of all the Retormed of your Realm, to keep 
- © themſelves inſeparably united to the Church; and thoſe 

that do not do this, upon Pretence that they ſhould 
deſire more Simplicity in thoſe Ceremonies, and leſs 
1 of inequality among the Miniſters, do certainly com- 
mit a very great Sin. | | os 
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16 5 
For Schi is the moſt formidable Evi! that can 
befall the Church, and for the avoiding of this, 
Chriſtian Charity obliges all good Men to bear · with their 
Brethren in ſome Things leis tolerable, than thoſe in 
which the Diſpute is ; and fo ought to ſeem even in 
the Eyes of thoſe that have the moſt Averſion for 
them. 

This worthy Divine goes on to ſhow Mr. Calvins 
Ppinion in this Cafe, in the Words following; 
And this was ſo much the Opinion of our great and 
excellent Calvin, that in his Treatiſe, of the Neceſſity of 
the Reformation, he makes no difficulty to ſay; that 
Fit there ſhould be any ſo unreaſonable as to refuſe the 
8 Communion of a Church, that was pure in its Doctrine 
and Norſbip, and not to ſubmit himfelt with reſpect 
to its Government, under Pretence, that it had receiv'd 
© Epiſcopacy, qualified as yours is, there would be no 
E cenſure nor rigor of Diſcipline, that ought not' to be 
© exercis'd upon them. = 
This Tadicions Gentleman proceeds further, and gives 
I a reliſh of Bex, in the ſublequent Words ; 

And Beza himſelf, . who did not in general approve 
Hof the Epiſcopal Government, makes ſuch a diſtinction 
Bot yours, and is fo far from believing that one may, 
For that one ought to take Occaſion from thence, to 
ſeparate from your Church, that he prays earneſtly to 
Cod, that ſhe may always remain in that happy 
WEſtate, in which ſhe had been put, and preſervd by 
Ithe purity of the Faith, and wiſe Conduct, and Blood 
got her Excellent Biſhops. | 
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Thus far Monſieur De L angle. | 
5 Monſieur Claude, in his Letter from Paris, dated 
vember the 29th, Stilo novo, to the aforeſaid Prelate, 
War the beginning, expreſſes himſelf after this man- 
er (ſpeaking of Epiſcopacy) I do not blame thoſe 
Phat obſerve it, as a thing very Ancient, and I would 
Not that any ſhould make it an Occaſion of Quarrel 
In thoſe Places where it is Eſtabliſh'd. And a little 
ter. My Lord (ſays he) we are fo very far from 
Pelieving that a Man cannot live with a good (Ge 
F | * under 
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[16 } 
under your Diſcipline, and under your Epiſcopal Ci 
 « gernment, that in our ordinary Practice, we make ng 
« Difficulty neither to beſtow our Chairs, nor to com. 
mit the Care of our Flocks, to Miniſters Receiy! 
and Ordain d by my Lords the Biſhops, as might be 
«© Juſtified by a great Number of Examples, both Ol; 
© and New; and a little while fince Monſieur 7, 
« Pleſſis,, that was Ordain d by my Lord Biſhop «i 
© Lincoln, has been Eſtabliſb d and calld in a Chi 
© of this Province. And Monſieur Wicart, wha 
vou, my Lord, Receivd into the Holy Miniſin 
did us the Honour, but ſome Months ago, to Preai 

at Charington, to the general Edification of on 
Flock. 3 
And afterwards he adds; es 
© As to the holding of Aſſemblies a-part, and Separ 
ting from the Pablick Aſſemblies, and withdrawin 
© themſelves from under your Government; there is 
Man that do's not ſee that this would be real Schiſn 
* which in its (elf, and in its own Nature cannot chuf 
© but be always odious to God and Man; and of which 
* the Authors and Patrons cannot avoid the rendring a 
© account before the Tribunal of our common Mate 
When St. Paul forbad us to forſake the Aflembling 1 
* ourſelves together, he did not only Condemn tho: 
that did not come thither, but ſtay'd at Home, b 
* thoſe too, without doubt, that held other Afſzmblis 
in Oppoſition to the Publick Ones; for this is to ba 
the Bond of Chriſtian Charity, which does not oft 
* Joyn us with ſome of our . Brethren, but with all ut 


* Brethren, to receive from them, and give them Edi 
cation, by Living together in the ſame Comme 


And it would be to no Purpoſe, to pretend our ( 
* ſcience did oppoſe our being preſent at thoſe Au 
blies, that are held under a Government, that we d 
© not approve; And that that would be to appr 
* outwardly, what we inwardly Condeww; for beſids 
* that, it would be neceſſary to examine, well, 1 
* Queſtion, whether the Oppoſitions do not proce 
from a Conſcience miſtaken by a precipitate Judgme"\ 
* ſince the beſt of Men are often ſubje& to 2 . 
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© themſelves ſuch Scruples as are not altogether Lawful 
at the Bottom. 8 
And a little after in the ſame Letter, he adds; 

* It is, therefore certain, that Conſcience do's not 
* oblige us to withdraw from the Aſſemblies, but on the 
* contrary, it obliges us to joyn with them, when the 
* Things, that offend us, are tolerable and do not hinder 
* the * efficacy of the Word, of the Divine Worſhip 
and of the Sacraments, Tis the favour of this Charita- 
* ble Patience, that juſtifies our being preſent at thoſe 
Things which we do not perfectly approve ; ſee what 
st. Paul ſays to the Philippians, Chap. 3., If in any 
* thing ye be other ways minded, God ſhall reveal even this 
unta on; Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already attaind, 
© let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame 
* Things. This is very far from ſaying, As ſoon as ye have 
* the leaſt contrary Sentiment, ſeparate yourſelves ; Con- 
* ſcience will not allow you to remain together; Con- 
* cilia Separationis (Says St, Anftin againſt Parmenio) 
inania Jan et pernicioſa et plus perturbant infirmos bones 


* quam corrigunt animoſos malos. What deadly Effects 
* would not ſuch a Separation produce, it it were eſta- 
* bliſh'd among you? As the Diſpoſitions of Men are, 


One ſhould quickly ſee to Spring from hence, a dif- 
* ference of Intereſts; of Parties, of Opinions ; even in 
* reſpe& of the Civil Society, Mutual Hatred, and all 
* the other ſad Conſequences, which a Diviſion not tem- 
* per'd with Charity do's Naturally produce. I let alone 
the Scandal which all the Reformed Churches of Europe 
would receive by it; The Joy which their: Adverſarięs 
* would have, and the Advantages which they would 
: 2 from it; which in all Appearances would not be 
Small. | | | 

And afterwards, © For, in fine (Says he) I cannot 
* believe that there is any among them (meaning 
the Presbyterians) that look upon your Epiſcopacy or 
* your Diſcipline, or certain Ceremonies which you 
* obſerve, as blots, and capital Errors, which hinder 
* a Man from obtaining Salvation, even with tacility 
in your Aſſemblies, and your Government; the 
* Queſtion here is not _ the Eſſe, or the bene Ae, 
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but only about the elius eſſe, that they diſpute with 
you; and this being fo, Juſtice, Charity, the love of 


Peace, Prudence and Zeal for Religion in General, will 
| © never allow, that they ſhould divide themſelves from 


© you. | 
Thus far theſe Two Pious Divines of the French 
Reformed Church, trom whoſe Sentiments appears 


plainly the unwarrantableneſs of the beſt of the Pleas 


made uſe of to ſupport the. Separation from this Eſta- 
bliſhd Church of England, either in Doctrine, Sacra- 
ments, Publick Worſhip, or even in the very Ceremonials 
themſelves. | | 


And now lets «caſt an Eye into Holland, and ſee if in 


this reſpect we can-find any thing there worthy our no- 
tice ; and there we find one of the moſt Eminent of that 


Church, viz. Monſieur Le Moyn, Profeſſor of Divinity at 
Leyden, giving his Opinion alſo to the late Biſhop 
of, London, Dr. Henry Compton, in a Letter, dated at 
Leyden, Sept. 3. 1680. The which I have recited 
at large. 5 | | 

* My Lord, Two Journies that I have been Obliged 
to take, have hindred me. from Anſwering the Letter 
with which your Lordſbip did me the favour to Honour 
me, fo ſoon as I could have wiſhed; Juſt as I was a- 
bout to excuſe my {ſelf to you for it, Monſieur De 
Liangle came to this Town, which made me defer it 
© longer yet, in hopes that he would charge himſelf with 
* my Anſwer, and that by that means, it might be 
brought unro you more Safely ; It's true, my Lord, that 
it I ſhould hearken to my own unwillingneſs, I ſhould 
© pur it off ſtill to another Time; for I cannot write un- 
* ro you, without being extremely grievd, when I think 
* upon the Marter of- which you command me to tell 

you my Opinion ; I believe that you know it already, 
and that you not do me the Honour to ask it of me, as 
if you had any kind of doubt of it; you do me more 
right than fo, and you do not account me of the 
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Church of Exgland. For my part, I had not fo bad an 
* one of any true Engliſhman, and I could not have 


© perſwaded myſelf, that there had been ſo-much 3 
| which 
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© which had believ'd, that a Man could not be of her 
© Communion, without hazarding his own Salvation: For 
© thoſe that are engaged in the Party of the Church of 
* Rome; I Judge quite otherwiſe of. them, they have 
* particular Maxims, and act by other Intereſt. But 
* for thoſe that have no tie to Rome, it is a very ſtrange 
thing to ſee them come to that extreme, as to 
believe, that a. Man cannot be ſaved in the Church 
of England, This is not to have much Knowledge of 
that Confeſſion of Faitb, which all the Proteſtant, World 
* has ſo h1ghly approv'd, and which does really deſerve 
* the Praiſes of all good Chriſtians that are; for there 
cannot be any thing made mors wite, than that Con- 
feſſion : And the Articles of Faith. were never Collected 
with a more Juſt and Reaſonabie Diſcretion, than in 
that excellent Piece: There's grear Reaton. to keep it 
with ſo much Veneration in the Library at Oxford; and 
the great Jewel deſerves immortal Fraiſe, tor having 
ſo worthily defended it; it was this that God made uſe 
of in the beginning ot the Reformation of England; and 
if it had not been as it were His Work, He had never 
bleſſed it in fo Advantageous a Manner: The Succeſs 
that it has had, ought to ſtop the Mouths of thoſe 
that are the moſt paſſionate z and its having triumph'd 
over ſo many Obſtacles ſhou'd make all the World ac- 
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© knowledge, that God has declar'd himſelt in favour of it; 


and that He has been viſibly concern'd in its E/tabliſh- 
ment; and that it has the Truth and Confirmation of 
his Word, to which in effect it owes its Birth and Ori- 
ginal. It is the ſame at preſent, as it was when it 
was made, and no one can reproach the Biſhops for 
having made any Change in it fince that Time ; 
and how then can it be imagind, thar it has chang'd 
its uſe? f . . 
* And can there be any thing more unjuſt than to 
ſay, that an Inſtrament that Cod has hererofore em- 
* ploy d for the Inſtruction of ſo many People, tor the 
* Conſolation of ſo many good Men, for the Salvation 
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of to many Believers, is now become a deſtructive and 


* 


pernicious Thing 2 it your Confeſſion of Faith be pure 
* and iunocent, your Divine Service is ſo too; for no one 
= C 2 | "nd - 


f 


: Iry, you adore nothing but God alone; in your Pyr. 
ſkip, there is nothing that is terminated on the Crea. 
c* 


one ſhall not meet with in ſome other Places, this 
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Never accolinted in the Number of Eſſential Truths, 


Church to be tyranniz d over by it for ſo many Ages? 
For M ho was it that did govern it? Who was it that 
did make up its Councils as well general as particular? 
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ean diſcover any thing at all in it, that tends to. 1dv/a: 


ture; and if there be ſome Ceremonies there, which 


were to make Proteſſion of a terrible kind of Divinity, 
to put off all Charity, not ro know much what Soulf 
are worth, not ro underſtand the nature of Things 
indifferent, to believe that they are able to deſtroy 
thoſe eternally, that are willing to ſubmit themſelves 
unto them; it is to have the ſame hardneſs to believe, 
that your Eccleſiaſtical Diſciplize can Damn any, for 
where has it been ever ſeen, that the Salvation of 
Men, was concern d for Articles of Diſcipline, and 
Things that regard but the outſide and Order of the 
Church, and are, but as it were; but the Bark and 
Covering of the Trath? Can theſe Things cauſe 
Death, and diſtil Poiſon into a Su,? Truly theſe are 


and as there is nothing but theſe that can Save, fo 
there is nothing but theſe can exclude Men from Salva- 
tion. For the Epiſcopal Government, what is there in 
it that is Dangerous? and may reafonably alarm Men: 
Conſciences ? And if it be capable of depriving us of 
Eternal Glory, and ſhutting the Gates of Heaven, who 
was there, that enter'd there, for the ſpace of Fifteen 
Hundred Years firice that; for all that Time, all the 
Churches of the World, had no other kind of Govern- 
ment ? It it were *contrary to the Truth, and the 
attainment of Eternal Happineſs, is it Credible that 


God bad fo highly approvd it 2 And permitted his 


Who was it that combated the Herefies, with which 


the Church has been at all Times aſſaulted with? Was 
it not the Biſhops? And is it not to their wiſe Condult, 
to which, next under God, his Nord is beholden for its 
Victories and Triumphs? And not to go back ſo far as 
the Birth and Isfancy of the Church; who was:it, that 
in the laſt Age, deliver'd Exgland from the Errors 
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U * which ſhe was inveloped? Who was it that made the 
# * Trath to riſe ſo miraculonſly there again? Was it not 
© © the Zeal and Conſt ancy of the Bſhops and their Mini- 
| © fry, that diſengaged the Engliſh trom that Oppreſſion, 
| © under which they had groan d ſo long? And did not 
their Example powerfully help torward the Reformation 
ok Europe? In Truth, I think they might make the 
© * fame uſe of this as Gregory Nazianzen, heretofore at 
© © Conſtantinople; when he arrivd there, he found that Ariz- 
niſm had made a very great Proꝑreſs in that Place; but 
then his Courage, his Zeal, his Learning, did fo.mighti- 
y weaken the Party of the Herericks, that in a little 
© * Time, the Truth appear'd there again more Beautiful 
than ever; and the Church where he had ſo ſtoutly 
® © ppheld it, he would have to bear the Name of Ana- 
7 © faſia, becauſe he had brought the 77aths, as it were 
= © out of the Earth, and cleard it from the Error that 
lay upon it; and by his continual Cares, had causd 
it as it were to come out of the Grave, to a Glorious 
Feſurrection. It is this too, that the Biſhops of 
England have done; they ſaw not only one Truth, 
but almoſt all the Fundamental Truths, buried under 
a formidable Number ot Errours; they ſaw the ke 
of Rome, heavier among them, than it was any where 
elle; the Difficulties that there was of ſucceeding in 
the Reformation, was enough to diſcourage Perſons of 
an ordinary Capacity and Zeal; nevertheleſs, nothing 
turns them from ſo generous a Deſign 5 the Enemies 
from without, and thoſe within, as terrible as tliey 
ſeem, do not fright them; they -undertake this great 
Work, and do not leave it, till they have brought it 
about, and rais'd up the T7ath, and p]ac'd it again on 
the Tyrone, in ſuch a manner, that they might every 
where have Monuments of this Miracle; and juſtly 
have call d all their Churches by the Name of A 
or Reſarrefion. But if their Churches have not that 
Title, the thing itſelt belongs to them; and you ſhall 
bear nothing diſcourſed of in theſe, but Tectures and 
Praiſes of the pure Truth, which ought to oblige all 
good Men, not to ſeparate from it; but to look upon 
the Church of England, as a very Orthodox * I 
2 | | Ams 
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* Thus all the Proteſtants of France do, thoſe of Geneva 
* thoſe of Switzerland. thole of Germany, and thoſk 


of Holland too; tor they did themſelves a very grex 


Honour, in having ſome Divines ot England, in thei 
Hod of Dort; and ſhew'd -plainly, that they had 
profound Veneration for the Church of England. And 
from whence does it then come, that ſome Exgliſhime, 
themſelves, have ſo ill an Opinion of her at preſent, 
and divide raſhly from her as they do ? Is not this to 
divide from all the Ancient Churches; from all the 
Churches of the Eaſt ? From all the Proteſtant Churches 
which have always had a very great reſpe&t for the 
© Parity of that of England? Is it not horrible Impu- 
* dence to Excommunicate her without Mercy, and to 
* make themſelves believe ſtrangely of her? For them 
to imagine that they are the only Men in England, 
* nay, in the Chriſtian World, that are predeſtinated to 


„ R a M m 6 


Eternal Happineſs,.and to hold the Truths neceſſary to 


* Salvation as they ought to be held? Indeed, one 
might make a very odious Parallel, betwixt theſe 
Teachers, and Pope Victor, that would Excommuni- 
© cate the Churches of Aſia, becauſe they did not Cele- 
© brate the Feaſt of Eaſter, the fame Day they did at 
Nome; bet wixt them arid the Audeans, that divided 
* trom the Chriſtians, and would not endure Rich Bi. 


* ſhops; betwixt them and the Donatiſts, that would 


have no Communion with them that had been Or 
* daind by Lapfed Biſhops, and imagined that their 
* Society was the True Church, and the Well beloved 


* Spouſe, that fed · her Flock in the South; betwixt 


* them and thoſe of the Roman Communion, who have 
* ſo good an Opinion ot their own Church, that out 
* of her they do not imagine, that any one can be Saved. 
For my Part, as much inclin'd to Toleration as I am, 
I cannot tor all this perſwade myſelf, that it ought to 
* be allow d'* to thoſe that have ſo little of it for other 
* Men; and who, 1t they were Maſters, wou'd certainly 
* give but bad Quarter to thoſe that depended upon 
them: I look upon theſe Men as Diſturbers ot the 
* State and Church; and who are, doubtleis, animated 
* by a Spirit of Seaition: Nay, I can ſcarce g's 
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* that they are Juſt ſuch, as they ſay they are; and I 
* ſhould be ſomething afraid that very dangerous Ene- 
mies might be hid under Colour of theſe Teachers, 
* Socieries compoſed of ſuch Perſons, would be extream 
Aangerous, and they could not be ſutter'd without 
opening the Gate to Diſorder, and advancing towards 


ones own Rain. There are ſome of theſe, that are 
Compos d of more reaſonable Men; but I could wiſh 
they were reaſonable enough not to © ſeparate from 
©* thoſe of which the Church of England is Compoſed; 
© * eſpecially in the Caſe we are in, they ſhould do all 
for a good Agreement, and in the preſent Conjuncture 
of Affairs, they ſhould underſtand that there is no- 

thing but a good Re- union that can prevent the Evils 
with which England is threatned; for to ſpeak the 
Fruth. I do not fee that their Meetings. are of any. 
great uſe, or that one Man may be more Comforted 
there, than in the Epiſcopal Church. When I was at 
London, almoſt Five Years ago, I went to ſeveral of 
3 their privat Aſſemblies, to tee what way they took 


tor the Inſtruction of the People, and the Preaching of 
. the word of God; but, I proteſs, I was not at all 
e- 5; Edified by it; I heard one of the moſt famous Non- 
at WE conformiſts, he Preach'd in a Place, where there were 


Three Men, and Three or Fourſcore Women, he had 
7 choſen a Text about the building up the Ruins of Jeru- 
d ſalem, and for the Explication of it, he cited Pliny, 
nnd Vitravins a Hundred Times; and did not forget 
eit to mention a Proverb in Italian, Duro conduro, non fa 
muro. All this ſeem'd to me, nothing to the Purpoſe, 
and very improper for the poor Women; and very 
far from a Spirit that ſought nothing but the Com- 
fort and Edification of his Hearers. To Cantonixe 
themſelves and make 2 Schiſm, to have the Liberty to 
vent ſuch Vanities, is very ill Conduct, and the Peo- 
ple ſeem very weak to quit their mutual Afſemblier, 
tor Things that ſo little deſerve their Eſteem and 
reference; I do not think that any one is obliged to 
LS ſuffer this Irregalarity. Tis true, that the Aſſemblies 
Jof the Novations, were ſometimes ſuffer d at Rowe 
2 and- Conſtantinople ; and that even the earned 
WP 8 5 ome 
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* ſome kind of Liberty, in the firſt of thoſe Places, but 

* they were only Strangers; and that neither did en. 

dure any long Time; and as there were but few of 

© them, that is not to be drawn into Example; But it 

© is another Caſe in England, and ſeeing the good of the 

* State and Church, depends abfo/utely upon the Uni 

* of the People in the point of Religion, one cannot there 

© preſs an »niverſal Union too much, but it ought to he 

* procured by good Means; and ſince the Biſhops ar: 

© Perſons of great Experience, ot an extraordinary Knoy: 

© ledge; of a trut Fatherly Zeal and . Goodneſs toward, 

\ © their People; I hope that they will employ themſelve 

© in this great Vork, with all the Prudence and Chari, WW 
that are neceſſary to the ſucceeding of ſuch a comment! Y 

© ble Undertaking. , © EY 1 

Ton particularly; my Lord, whoſe Moderation ani 

© Capacity ate  acknowledg'd by all the Vorld; Ir look 

as if it were a.defign, reſervd for your great Wiſdom; 

and if you do not ſucceed, s clear, that all other 

will Labour in it but n vain, For my Part, I a 

© contribute nothing to it, where I am, but Vows and 

Prayers; and of thoſe, I can proteſt, that I make ver 

© fincere ones every Day, for the Proſperity of the 

* Ewghiſh Church; and that it would pleaſe God, to 

order Things in ſuch a manner, that all the Pr. 

*© reffants of England, for the future, might be of on: 

* Heart, and of one Hul. 1 beg your Lordſhip, to bt 

well aſſured of this, and to believe, that tis impoſl- 

* ble to be with more reſpe&, than J am, 


N My Lora, 
i 


; | : Tour moſt Humble, and 


. moſt Obedient Servant, 
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| No, to make ſome few Oh ſervationt of the Sents- 
. ments of theſe Divine, with Relation to our Church 
i Wi her Conſtitution. 1 
it With what pious concern does Monſieur De L angle, 
e lament our unhappy Diviſions, being deeply ſenſible of 
the Neceſſity of a Re- union of thoſe that ſeparate from 
e the ERablitid Church, by giving preſſing Reaſons for 
* WH Conforming to it, and that nothing leſs than the Biſhops 
Honour and Merit, could induce him to believe, that 
” WW there were ſuch /onflers of Men, that call themſelves 
«WH Reform d Chriſtians, in England, induſtrious to declare, 
not only in Words, but in Writing alſo, Communion 
h uith the Efabli/Þ'd Church, to be Unlawful, : 
„Then declares bis own Sentiments of our Reforma- 
tion, nd Demonſtrates his high Approbation thereof, 
not only in Words, as barely his Opinion, but alſo from 
bis own Practice, whilſt he was in England, by joining 
iin the Publick Worſhip, and not barely. ſo, but by 
= Preaching likewiſe in one of our Pulpits, making his 
= Sincerity herein appear, by urging the Danger he lay in 
nd WE at his Return to France, ſhou'd the doing of this oftend 
his own Congregation. | | 
he = How Aﬀectionately do's he then Pray that all miſ- 
= taken Chriſtians in the World, would receive our Re- 
formation; although at the expence of his own Blocd: 
e The which is a plain Indication, how happy he ſhou'd 
be think Vimſelf and Flock, if they could obtain ſuch an 
il & Eſtabliſhment; and declares, That the Reformed 
Churches in France, wou'd never upon account of the 
Sarplice, and the other Ianocent Ceremonies, or the Go- 
vernment of the Church, forbear Joyning Communien 
with us; which is no {mall Rebuke to thoſe of our 
= own People, who Separate from us, on no other 
Pretences but theſe. . 1 . 
After this, he declares her Doctrine and Worſhip to be 
3 fare, and nothing in them contrary to the word ot God; 
and ſceing that at our Reformation, Epiſcopacy, the Litur- 
,. and Ceremonies were Eſtabliſht together, and ſtill 
continuing in Ule; That tis out of all Doubt the Duty 
of all the Reform à in the * to keep themſelves ſteddy 
| : 5 to 
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to the Church, and throw off all nice Scruples in Rela: e 


tion to Ceremonies; and declares, the malignancy of 7 
e. to be the greateſt Evil that can befall the Church MW $ 
of God, © | 55 


And ſhows Calvins Opinion to be the lame, Who pro- 1 


nounceth, that no Cenſure, nor Rigour of Diſcipline, can 


be too much ro be exerciſed upon thoſe that ſeparate ir 


from ſuch an Eſtabliſhment. u 


He informs us, that Bea, likewiſe condemns ſuch as fia 


ſeparate in the aforeſaid Caſes; And who to ſhow his tl 


eſteem for our Eſtabliſhment, Prays molt earneſtly to God, re 


that this Church may always remain the ſame ſhe now is, ſe 
in parity of Faith, having been preſervd under Gcd by 
the wiſe Conduct and Blood of her Biſhops. Wh 
Monſieur Claude, declares, That he blames not thoſe MW (. 
that recieve Ep:ſcopacy as a thing very Ancient, and wou'd W C 
have none to make that an Occaſion of quarrel where tis :/ 


Eſtabliſht, and ſhows that they (meaning the Reformd ju 
in France) have ſuch a Reverend eſteem for Epiſcopal Go- WH w 


dernment, and the Diſcipline of the Church of England, o 
that 'tis their ordinary Practice to receive Miniſters or- al 
dais d by our Biſhops; and to commit the care of their ft 
Flocłs to them. And to beſtow upon them Beneficies - ii 
greeable to their Diligence, proving this by many In. 
ſtances. „% ù Eno 
Then with relation to thoſe that ſeparate from us, he u 
declares, That they themſelves mutt believe it to be a f 
Schiſm, which he afſures us, is in its own Nature odious, e 
both to God, and Man; and that the Evil conſequences MW? | 
of ſeparation, eſpecially where tis permitted, is moſt per- © 
nicibus, Inſtancing in theſe that follow, viz, Different a 
of Intereſts ; Difference of Parties; Difference of Opinion, 
and even in reſpect to Civil Society, Mutual Hatred, and T 
all the other ſad Conſequences, which a Diviſion not tem- 1s 
per d with Charity does naturally produce. | © 
Further, He aſſerts, That the P/ea of Conſcience, in p 
reſpect to theſe outward Things, will not warrant our + 
Abſence from our Publick Aſſemblies; for, that Conſcience t 
may, and often does err, in Matters of the greateſt Con- t 
ſequence; And then, no wonder, it it ſhould in the ſmal- t 


eſt, 2 


11 


eſt, eſpecialh in Things tolerable, that do not binder the 
ſaving efficacy of the Word, Divine Worſhip, and the 
Sacraments; and with Relation to Obedience herein 
the Apoſtle St. Paul tells us, That God ſhall reveal even 
this unto us, | 
| Intimating hereby, that the Holy Spirit of God be- 
ing pleas'd with our Obedience, will give us a right 
| Underſtanding in theſe Things, which ſhall be ſuch a 
| atisfaftion to our Minas, by being ſet in a true Light, 
| that our former Prejudices and Scruples, ſhall be 
| remov'd, our Conſciences truly quieted; and our 
| ſelves happy in our Sincere Conformity. 
| Our Apoſtle further admoniſhes us, that whereto we 
bade already attain d, we ought to walk by the ſame Rule, 
| (Suppoſing it perfect, as that of the Engliſh Eſtabliſh'd 
Church cannot truly be deny'd to be) and alſo to mind 
| the ſame Things. In Oppoſition to all inconſiderate Pre- 
| judice, and vain Novelty, (which like the worſt of 
| weeds in Corn will (without a timely rooting up) eat 
out the very Heart and Subſtance of the good Seed) agree- 
able hereto is the Nature of Schiſm, that if not care- 
fully watcht over, will ſhake the beſt Conſtituted Church 
in the World. ON „ 
But I return to this Gentlemans Letter, and ſhall 
make only one Remark more, vid, His juſt Reflecting 
upon all Stubborn Oppoſers ot this National Church, 
for, (ſays he) they quarrel not about the eſſe, or the bene 
© eſe, but only about the melins eſſe, and tells them that 
this being the Caſe, Juſt ice. Charity, Prudence, the Love 
ot Peace and Zeal tor Religion, in general, will never 
allow them ro Divide from us. | 


ST KK | 
Monſieur Le Moyne declares, with all Sincerity of Mind, 
d That he believes no Engliſhman can think that there 


is davger of Salvation in the Communios of the Church 
of Eng/and. As to thoſe of Rome, they have (ſays he) 
particular Maxims, and act by other Intereſt, But (as 
be ſays) for thole that have no tye to Nome, to come to 
that extremity to believe that a Man cannot be ſaved in 
the Church ot England, This he argues is not to know 
that Confeſſion of Faith m—_ all the Reform'd Churches 
E. 2 In 
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in the World have ſo highly approv'd, and which really 


deſerves the Praiſes of all good Chriſtians, and further 


expreſſes himſelf, thus, There cannot be any Thing 


made more wiſe than that Confeſſion, and the whole ſo 
Juſt and Reaſonable, that nothing can exceed that ex. 


cellent Peice. He highly commends the Vniverſit) of Ox. 
ford tor their great Care in preſerving it; and renders the 
great and Reverend Biſhop Jewel, Immortal praiſe for his 
worthy Defence of it, and gives the moſt nobie Encomium 
of it, by the ſucceſs it has had in the World; and its 
Triumphs over all Obſt acles, and the Opinion the Chri- 
ſtian World has had of ir, by declaring how highly God 
has favour'd it, and his viſible Concern in the Eftabliſh- 
ment of it; and how it has contributed to the Iuſtru. 
ction, Conſolation, and Salvation of fo many Believers. 
And then adds, that as your Confeſſion of Faith is pure 
and Innocent, your Divine Service is fo too, further de- 


_ claring, that nothing in ir looks like 1do/atry, or termi- 


nates in the Creature, for that you adcre nothing but 
God alone; and with relation to Epiſcopal Government, 


He asks, who was there that entred the Kingdom of Hea- 
den for the ſpace of Fifteen Hundred Years? for that all 


the Chriſtian Charches in the World had all that Time no 
other Government 3 and ſhows God's high Approbation of 
it; and that their Synoaical Councils, both general and 
particular were made up of Biſhops, and that this Ca; 


of Men were they that attack d and confuted the Here ſies 


that from Time to Time were broach d. And then go's 
on to give the moſt Noble Encemiumt both of the Dodt. 
rine, Worſhip, and Hierarchy ot this Eſtabliſht Church, 
that tis poſſible in Word to expreſs; and largely con- 
demns the giving Toleration to thoſe that Separate from 
us. For the reſt I refer the Reader to the Letter it ſel}, 
every Sentence whereof, is. of great weight in our preſent 
This worthy Divine hath in his Letter given us alſo 
the Sentiments of Bexa, in Relation to the Church of 


England in thoſe early Days of the Reformation (ard 


whatever Alterations have been made fince that Time 
are but few, and for the better) with his affetionate Pray 
RE eri 
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a lers to Gil for the Church of England, that he would con- 1 
r nue the fame, as it chen was, in Dottrine in Worſhip, "1 


End in Hierarchy for ever. | 
| And informs us alſo, that Mr. Calvin the Principle eſta- 
liſter of the Proteſtant Religion at Geneva, has with the 
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Canterbury, the late Biſhop of London, ind the Univerſi- 
ty of Oxford. 


Pereateſt warmth, and in the ſevereſt Degree, cenſur d al 
e Withoſe that retus d in thofe Days, to conform intirely to 4 
our Church. | | 1255 "i 
„Let us now learn the Sentiments of the Modern Paſtors 0 
ind Profeſſors of the Church and Univerſity of the afote- fl 
aid City of Geneva, and that within the ſpace of Fifteen FM 
1 {Years laſt paſt ; and their Sext/ments will plainly appear 4 
by peruſing ſome Letters ot theirs to the Arch-Biſhop of 95 


In that of theirs to his Grace the Arch. Biſhop of 
Canterbury, the Occafion of which was from a Copy 
ot Verſes, in a Book, Intitled, Strene Oxonienſets, in 
which there were as they conceiv'd, ſome Contumeliut 
= Reflections on their Church, and as they ſay, approv'd 
Jof by the Univerſity of Oxford, as if they, as well as 
Nome, ſtood in Oppoſition to the Church of England, 
in Defence of themſelves, againſt this heavy Charge; 
= they Declare, That there is not ſo much as one 
fſugle Perſon among them, but what has very Honour d- 
ble Sentiments, and ſpeaks accordingly of our Epiſco- 
tal Government; and further expreſs themſelves after 
this manner: | | 3 3 
We cannot but be highly concern'd, that we ſhou'd 
be thus traduc d, on account of a Matter, whereof, 
it you knew our real Sentjments, you would look up- 
don us as deſerving your Acknowledgment and Good- 
> * will. And in order ro make their Sincerity appear, 
they Appeal to all Engliſhmen, whether Clergy or 
lait, Nobility or Gentry (that have been in their 
Ci and acquainted with them) that are Men of 
3 ' Probity, to give Teſtimony of their moſt fincere 
2 : Inclinations for our Church-Government. | 
And, with great Concern they earneftly entreat his 
Grace, that he would be pleas'd to uſe his * 
| , | n- 
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C93, - 
Endeavours, to make the Doctors of that Celebrate; 
Unverſity, rightly ſenſible of their Sentiments, that 
they may no longer lie under the Diſreputation of 
diſapproving the Engli/pþ Church. Conſtitution ; and 
conclude their Letter, with a moſt. earneſt Prajer to 
God tor his Protect ion of the Church of England. 

Here follows a ſhort View of Two Letters ſent by 
the aforeſaid Paſtors and Profeſſors, to the Right 
Reverend Dr. Henry Compton, late Lord Biſhop of 
London, p : | | 

The Firſt of theſe was occaſion'd principally, by 
the Correcting the Metre of the Pſalms of David 
in France, and that upon the Perſecution that aroſe 
there in the Reform'd Church, ſeveral ot their Eminent 
Divines wrote to thoſe of Geneva, to receive the faid 
Correction into their Churches, which accordingly 
they did; but underſtanding there were ſome, that 


for this Admiſſion of theirs, both in Words and ri. 


ting Charg'd their Church, with Novelty, Scandal and 
Popiſh Tyranny; and fearing theſe Accuſations might 
reach the Ears of the Biſhop; they endeavour'd to give 
him a right underſtanding of this Matter, and tearing 
to loſe the good Eſteem of the Biſhops and whole Cler- 
gy of England, they endeavour'd to anticipate all ſuch 
Writings, as might come to the Biſhops View; a plain 
Indication of that Juſt Veneration they have for this 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, which will more fully appear 
from the Letter itfelf, dated November 26. 1700. in 


their own Words, viz. 


Now, fince we ſhould be very ſorry, that this 
© Church (of Geneva) which ſtands highly indebted 
* to the Charity and Care of your Predeceſſors, ſhou'd 
* be reviled before you, we Judg'd you wou'd take it in 
© good Part, if what we have tranſacted in this Mat- 
© ter, was laid in all Sincerity and Humility before 
* your Lordſhip, in all its Circumſtances, as it is re- 
© lated here. 7 „ 
In their Second Letter, to the aforeſaid Biſhop, 
they complain to him, as they had before done ro the 
Arch-Biſhop, concerning ſome injurious Reflections, 

| | © in 
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in the aforeſaid Latin Poem; Strene Oxonienſer, 
joining them with Rome, as equal Enemies to our 


Church; © It wou'd (fay they) be ſuperfluous to 
© juſtifie ourſelves to your Lordſhip of this Accuſation, 
vou being perfectly well acquainted with our Senti- 
ments, and that there is not one only Perſen of our 
{ © Body, who has not a perfect eſteem for your Epiſcopal 
| * Government, and who ſpeaks not concerning it in 
very honourable Terms, 


© They alſo entreat my Lord Biſhop, to undeceive the 


Doctors of the aforeſaid Univerſity of Oxford, con- 
cerning the Prejudices they may have conceiv'd againſt 
| © them, and to prevail with them, that no Poet, or ma- 
| © licious Author, may any more impair the Reputation 
| © of a City, which in that very regard, deſerves rather 
the Eſteem, than the Hatred and Scorn of the Church 
of England, eſpecially of thoſe Clergy, who declare 
{ © moſt earneſtly in her behalf. 


* After this they acquaint the B:/hop, that they had 


© * writ to his Grace the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, on 
© the ſame Subject, and earneſtly entreat him to join 
with 615 Grace, in obtaining the Eſteem of the ſaid 
© * Univerſity, and that for the future, no unworthy Re- 
flections from the Joung Students, may be made on 
them; for that the Conſequence may be Evil, even to 


* the Church of England itſelf ; for that the Publick 


© * Declarations they make of their Approbation of its 
= © Government, may create a Siniſter Opinion ot it, in 
© © ſome of a different Sentiment. 


My Lord Biſhop of London, having Anſwer'd theſe 


Two Letters, they return another to him, being their 


Third, in Anſwer to his Second, by which will appear 
the wonderfully obliging Temper of that moſt Godly 


Prelate, to theſe worthy Divines of Geneva, who in this 


Anſwer of theirs, acknowledge the great Satisfaction his 
Lordſhip gave them, as will appear, being inferted at 
length, as follows; 9 25 
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1 My Lor a, 1 | 5 | 
* We did not receive your Lordſhips Letter, you 
were pleasd to do s the Honour to write to u, 
* on the Thirtieth of April Iaſt paſt, till ſome 
by Days 2g0, which was the Reaſon we had not thi 
Opportunity before, of ſatisfying you of our Acknoy: 
* 1 for your Goodneſs, bn taking to Heart Ml © 
© Ijtereſt, and to put s in Mind of certain Numbers c 
the Church of Eyg/avd, who had taken very Sin» Ml 
o 


E 


* Tmpreſſops, concerning our Opinion of the Diſcipli 
and Liturgy of your Church; we have, above all the 
© reſt, ſeen, with much Joy, the Effects your carefi 
« Piety, and molt exquiſite Charity, has produced witk 
the Gentlemen, the Directors of the Univerſity cf 
Oxford. We axe very well ſatisfied with their manner 
. % 20.4, and we arp een xo tham thi 
Day, to aſſure them of the Eſteem we have for the 
Church of Eng/and, of rhe Diſpoſition we are in, 
* ro entertain a Commyvjon with them, as often as Oc WW « 
cation ſhall preſent, of our reſpe& for their Perſon, We 


c 
© and eur delire of maintaining a Correſpondence, 
« which may prove for the general Benefit of the Pr. 
< teftant Churches, and the Glory of the Church d 
England: It theſe Steps made on both ſides, produc 
any proſperous Effect, tis to your Lora/hip we tand 
© indebted for it. | | 
* * It is now in your Power to make t enter into 
* ſuch Ties, as may be thought molt expedient by you, 
tor the Peace of the Churches: Don't ceaſe, my Lori, 
* to Labour in fo good a Work; . Heaven will fend 
* down its Bleſſing upon your Holy Endeavours, and 
* we ſhall ſee the Love of Peace to increaſe from Time 
* to Time in the fogrif? ng Kingdoms of Her Majeſi). 
This Peace will doubt of; much contribute toward, 
* the Advancement of Truth and Piety, the Deſtruction 
* of Vice, and encreaſe the Chriſtian Liberty, opprets4 
in many Places by Popiſh Tyranny. We, my Lord. 
+ ;mplore God to preſerve your Life, till you ney. 
= GR * thele 


E 
© thele happy Succeſſes, and the Products of theſe won: 
* derful, and ſurpriling Events, that have already 
* happend during Her Majeftys Reign. For, what is 
it we may not promiſe ourſelves from theſe ſo bap- 
* py beginnings, and from ſuch Events, as ſhew ma- 
| © nifeſtly the Hand of God to have been with them? 
We beg of you to retain for us the ſame moſt pre- 
* cious Charity, you have given us Proof of al- 
ready; as on our fide, we ſhall neglect nothing that 


| - neſs. We are, 
My Lord, 


Tour moſt Humble and moſt Obedient 
Servants, the Paſtors and Profeſſors of 
the Church and Univerſity of Geneva, 
and in their Names. | 
Geneva, Sept. Es 
23 1506. - Anthony Leger, Paſtor 
| | and Moderator, 


Fatu, Secretary: 


Oxford, to the aforeſaid Divines of the Church and 
Univerſity of Geneva. : 


Moſt Renown'd, moſt Lears'd, and moſt Honour d. 


* Your Letter ſent to us by the Right Reverend Fa- 
© ther in God the Biſhop of London, we receiv'd with 
J, and it was very acceptable to the Univerſity, be- 
ing written by Uiver/ity-men of Piety, Erudidion, 
and full of a moſt fervent Zeal for the Proteſtant Re- 
= © /igion, What encreas'd their favourable acceptance 
= * here, was, their coming to us accompany d with that 
; Recommendation of that Holy Prelate ; a Perſon. who 
above all others, loves with a Paternal Affection, 
and protects the ORs of England, and even ſhews 


| © may teſtifie the Eſteem and Reſpect, to your Great- 


Here follows the Letter from the Univerſity of 


his 
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© his Fraternal Love, to all ſuch of the Foreign Churches 


* whereſoever diſpers d, who are in Communion of the 


* Parity of the Faith. 


© Moſt beloy'd Brethren in Chriſt, we return you 
many thanks, that you would diſcloſe in fo Friendly 
© a Stile, without the leaſt Alteration, the Jealouſy you 
© had conceiv'd at certain Expreſſions, leaving a far dit- 
* ferent Interpretation with Foreigners, than with us; 
* we defire you, the beft of our Friends; to continue 
* as you do hitherto, your Affection for us and our 
* Charch, and not to doubt on the other Hand of our 
Benevolence towards you; we wou'd alſo have you be 


fully ſatisfied in this, that if by chance ſomething has 


been ſaid, that may ſeem Reflecting upon Geneva; 
* the ſame not to have been intended as injurious, either 
to the Republick or Church and Acadamy of Geneva, but 
to have been applied only to ſuch a mong us, as under 
* the pretence of your Charch, boldly and furiouſly op- 


© poſe and revile our Church-Ceremonies and Liturgy; 


* Separate themſelves from the Legal Congregations of 
the Church of England; and inſtead thereof, frequent 


_ © the Schiſmatical Meetings; and endeavour with all 


their Might to ſubvert our Diſcipline, though Eſta- 
* bliſÞ'd both by the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Authority, 


© How far you abhor theſe Turbulent Spirits and De: 
* fgns, is ſufficiently manifeſted from thoſe frequent 


* Emlogies beſtow d upon the Church of England, by 
your Divines, in their Pritings, which are not a lit- 


* tle improv'd by what you've expreſsd in your Let- 


* ter, lately ſent to us; which has given us a freſh 


and moſt grateful Teſtimony, of your good Inclina- 


tions, towards the Church oft Exgland: your worthy 
Approbation of our Church, will at all Times be 
* highly eſteem'd among us, which would ſoon put an 
* end to the Schiſms of this Kingdom, if your Authority 


had in reality the ſame weight with thoſe that differ 
+ from us, as they pretend it has. | | 
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* Moſt Illuſtrieus Friends, Concerning the difference 

* of Rites us d in divers Churches, we have always been 
* of the ſame Opinion with you; for this you'll find 
* expreſly laid down in our Liturgy, and in the Ar- 
* ticles of our Religion; that it belongs to every 
* Church to make uſe of her Right of preſcribing cer- 
| © tain Ceremonies, and that it is not allow'd for one 
Church, to upbraid another, becauſe ſhe do's intro- 
* duce different Ceremonies. Far be it from our Cha- 


'* thoſe of the Reformed Churches, which by an irre- 
ſiſtable Neceſſity, were forc'd to recede from the Pri. 
mitive Form ot Epiſcopal Government, as it they were 
| © deſtitute of true Pahors and Sacraments. Thoſe of 
| © our moſt Celebrated Divines,- who in their Travels 
Abroad, have made no Scruple to reſort to your 
8 © Congregations, had certainly quite a different Opi- 
nion of your Church; but the Caſe of our Schiſma- 
ticks is quite different from yours; and we enter- 


from under the lawful Authority of the B:/hop-; 
though that Authority is ſo far from ſtanding them 
in any ſtead, that your Mr. Calvin, has Judg'd 
ſuch worthy of the ſevereſt Cenſures that ſhou d 


with ſuch an Hierarchy, as we have now among 
us. | 


-_ * = = - nd 
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ancient Form of Governing by Biſhops, Taught by 
= Chriſt himſelf, the Aut hor of our Faith, the Apoſtles, 
85 and Inſtituted by them, being intus d with a full 
i 
c 


gour throughout the whole World to this Day; 

= this very Diſcipline, founded upon more than Hu- 

„ mane Authority, and by God's Providence tranſmit- 

ted to us, through all * paſt Ages to the Apo- 
2 


ritable Intentions, to be fo rigorous as to condemn 


tain other Sentiments of them. Theſe, when they 
withdraw without Neceſſity, withdraw themſelves 


produce Geneva as an Example for their Defection; 


not with all Obedience, and Reverence, comply 
© Truly, it were to be wiſhed, that the ſame moſt 


meaſure of the Holy Ghoſt, remain'd in its full Vi- 


« files 


361 
X ftles Times; we retain by God's peculiar Bleſſing, 
which Bleſſing, your Beza wiſh'd to continue 2. 
, mong us for ever; and we in return, moſt heartily 4 
wiſh, that the ſame might be received among you; 
and in General among the Proteſtant Churches, thi 
wou'd be the way to make the Proteſtant Caul: 
meet with better Succeſs; If thoſe that agree in 
the ſame Primitive Faith, wou'd alſo embrace the 
ſame Primitive Diſcipline; then they might Promi 
themſelves better Fortune in the War againſt th: 
Popiſh Thranny ; it with all our Joint Forces, we 
did Fight againſt the Impious and Deteſtable Popiſ 


Innovations, under the Ancient Apoſtolical Form ol 
Government. | 
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* May theſe Prayers we ſend forth for your, and for 
our Proſperity prove Valuable betore God; May the 
ſame Chriſt, whom you make your Sun and Shield, 
afford Light and Protection, both ro you and us; 
and may he enlighten at laſt, all the Proteſtar 


Churches, and render them Proof on all Sides, again: 
the Arms of their Enemies. 


K G «a „ „ = 


Given at Oxford, the 12th of February, and 
in the Year of our Lord, 1706, in a full A. 
ſembly of all the Doctors, both Regent and 
Non- Regents. = A 
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George Cooper, Notary Publick, 
and Regiſter of the Univerkity 
of Oxford. 1 


lere follows the Anſwer of the Paſtor of Cees 
to the Univerſity of Oxford's Letter. Os 
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9 Noble, moſt Famous, moſt Learn d, moſt Honour d, 
24 1 belov d Friends, and Brethren in Chriſt. 


We were highly rejoiced, at what the moſt Illuſtri- 
ous Prelate, Henry Biſhop of London. was pleas d to 
write to us, concerning your Charitable Sentiments for 
us; for being inform'd, that we were reviled, and 
that the Namg of Geneva was rendred odious to you, 
he made known to us, in your behalf, that there 
were certain old Prejudices conceiv d, and as yet re- 
tain d by ſome; but what had been Alledg'd, was 
not applicable to our Caſe, but to certain Diſſenters 
from the Diſcipline and Liturgy of the Church of 
Exgland, wbo made uſe of our Names, in their own 


behalf; but this moſt Iluſtrious Prelate, was very ſen- 


* fible how far this was incongruuus with our Sentiments. 
* 'Tis ſo, moſt Belovd, and moſt Honour d Brethren in 
* Chriſt, we are ſo far from having any Antipathy 
, 2eainſt the Church of Exgland, that at all Tlmes we 
© have had her in the very higheſt Eſteem; and thar 
* not one of our Aſſembly, during his ſtay in England, 
ever abſented himſelt from their Congregatiovs or Cere- 
* mozies, There was a Correſpondence by Letters, be- 
* twixt our Paſtors, but eſpecially Calvin and Beza, 


and the Illuſtrious Prelates of England ; and we never 


let ſlip any Opportunity of teſtifying our eſteem of 
* your Confeſſion of Faith and Liturgy, as is manifeſt 
out of divers Monuments; we have now got once 


more an Opportunity to receive and diſcloſe, what 


N among ſome of you, was either Buried in Oblivion, or 
quite unknown hitherto, We make uſe, indeed, of 

* tuch Ceremonies, as were neceſſary and ſuitable to the 
© Government of our Republick ; nevertheleſs, we neither 
© reje& nor contemn tuch as differ from us: For we 
believe that the Faith in Jeſus Chrift, Love towards 
* our Neighbonrs; and Worſhip free from all Superſtition 
* and Jdolatry, being ſufficient to obtain Salvation, are 
+ not incompatible with thoſe that differ only in C * 
1 | | 5 aals, 
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* nals. We wiſh, therefore, that theſe Bonds of Chriſtian 
Charity, and Communion, may not be broken: Did we 
* dwell- among you, we ſhould gladly appear at your 
© Congregations; having nothing ſo much in view, as 
to contribute our Joint Endeavours, towards the 
* Proſperity of all the Evangelical Churches; the Peace, 
* and Glory, eſpecially of that of England; and the 
* overturning of the Popiſhʒ Tyranny, As often as you 
judge we may be able to lend a helping Hand to this, 
you'll find us ready for the Work; as allo to teſtife, 
what we have ſaid before concerning our Sentiments, 
© We beſeech you not to deſpiſe theſe violent Paſſions 
* of a ſincere Love and Deference; for they ſhall not 
© be buried in Oblivion ; but will ſerve as a means to 


© encourage us to ſend up our Vows, for you, to God 


* Almighty. | 
Tour Admirers and Brethren in the Lord, 


the Paſtors of the Church of Geneva, 


and the Profeſſors of the Univerſity, 
and in all their Names. 


Geneva, Sept. 2 3. 
An. 1706. 
| "7 - Philoſophy, and now Moderator. 


Fabr. Clerk. 


To the moſt Noble, moſt Excellent, and Right 
Reverend the Vice-Chanceller, and the moſt Noble, 
oſt Celebrated, and moſt Excellent, the Regents, 
Doctors, and other Reverend Members of the 

Dyyiderſity of Oxford, at Oxford. 


| What I ſhall obſerve from theſe Two laſt Letters, 
tranſcrib'd at length, will be, firſt, from that of Ox- 


ford Univerſity; and here I cannot but take Notice of 


that Noble, but Juſt Encomium, given by the Univer- 
fity, to that moſt Pious Prelate, Tate of Londen, 1 
1 1 5 | >" 


Anthony Leger, Paſtor, Profeſſor of 


who 


BY | 
moſt induſtriouſly labour'd to cultivate a right Under 


ſtanding, between all Foreign Reform d Churches, and 
that Eſtabliſh'd in England, in which he had ſuch Suc- 


ceſs, that he created a mutual and laſting Friendſhip, 
between us and them, eſpecially thoſe of France, Holland 
and Geneva: The Two former having in giving their 
Sentiments at large, with relation to the Hierarchy, 
Dottrines, and Liturgy ot our Church, moſt amply Con- 
dewn'd all thoſe that ſeparate from our Eſtabliſhment, 
upon ſuch Trifles as they contend for. Cenſwring them 
unworthy, that Liberty now indulg'd them, and not 
only ſo, but that the greateſt Inflictions cannot be too 
much to lay upon them. | 
But to return to the latter, that of Geneva, the 
Univerſity of Oxford takes Notice, to them, of a Sett 
of Men among us, that ſhrouding themſelves under 
the Church of Geneva, boldly and furiouſly oppoſe and 
revile our Church. Ceremonies and Liturgy; Separate 
themſelves from the Legal Congregations ot the Church 
of England; and inſtead thereof, frequent the Schiſina · 
tical Meetings; and endeavour with all their might to 
ſubvert our Diſcipline ; though Eſtabliſh d both by the 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Authority. Theſe Domeſtlicks 
were the Genevans reflefted on at the Vniverfty, as 
| appears plainly by the acknowledgment the Univerſity 
makes of the Satisfaction they had receivd of the 
| Honourable Sentiments that Worthy Charch had given of 
our Eftabliſhment. Theſe, (ſays the Univerſity) when 
they withdraw themſelves from under the Lawful Au- 
| thority of the Biſhops, produce Geneva as an Example 
for their Defection. And further, to ſhow that twas 
WW ſome of our malevolent People at Home, and not the 
| Church of Geneva, that was reflected on, in Streng Oxo- 
nienſet, will more plainly appear by the late Biſhop of 
London s Anſwer, to the Second Letter of the Paſtors of 
| Geneva ; where he tells them, that the Source of that 
Prejudice, remaining among ſome againſt their Church 
to this Day, muſt be traced as far as the Reign of Queen 
Mary: Then one Goodman, with ſome other Engii/h 
Refugees, Compiled in one of their Aſſemblies in * 
8 | 8 ord | ty, © 
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City, a certain Body of Articles, concerning Diſciplint 


which being maintaind, with much heat, by ſome 
Male-contents in Enpland, _ caus'd great Troubles and 
Scandals both in Church and State, in Queen Elizabeth) 
Reign ; as the Writers of thoſe Times, who undertook 
to refute theſe pernicious Anarchical Principles, often 
make mention of Geneva, not only becauſe theſe Articles 
were firſt Hatch'd there by Goodman, and his Followers; 
but alſo becauſe twas Judg'd, that Bea, likewiſe did 
ſupport them too much, tis no wonder, if ſome Pet. 
ſons, either of. no great Judgment, or very little 
versd in what paſſes in the World, till retain now 
andi then ſome remnants of this Old Language; but 
Gentlemen (ſays the Biſhop) I dare give you my 
Word, that there is ſcarce a Perſon deſerving to be 
* taken Notice of, either by you, or us; who 1s not 
© alfo lately fatisfied with thoſe obliging ways you 
have made uſe of in regard to our Church, and who 
is not ready to Diſcourage and Reprimand theſe dif- 
- obliging and injurious Expreſſions. 
Thus does this excellent Prelate clear the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church of Geneva, from theſe foul and ſcandalous Af- 
perſions, Charg'd on them by Ignorant and Injudicious 
Men; and thoſe Divines of Geneva, difown not only 
the Principles, but alſo condemn the Practices of thol: 
that diſſent from our Eftabliſh'd Church, and caution us 
againſt the evil Conſequences both of Church and Stats, 
| _ my ariſe from giving Liberty to ſuch dangerout 
eople. 
Let us alſo take Notice, what the Reverend, Noble, 


and Learned Mr. John Deodate, the famous Profeſſor ot 


Divinity, and moſt vigilant Paſtor at Geneva, fays 
concerning the Church of England, in his Anſwer to 


the Aſſembly of Divines, at London, in the Yea, if 


1607. | | 
After having from the Aſſembly's Letter, underſtood 


the moſt deplorable Circumſtances, that both thi 
Church and Nation labour'd under, by the Miſerie 


their Separation and Rebellion had reduced them to 


he declar'd, that he was fo ſurprizd and confounde* 


[ 41 J 


* 


he knew not how to frame any Anſwer; but after a 


conſiderable Time of ruminating upon the Cauſes of ſo 


many Miſeries (the perplex and dangerous Nature of 
the Matters that were among them) he, in the name 
of the whole Univerſity, delivers himſelf after this 
manner. l | os 

All theſe put together, ſtrike us quite dumb; we 


© are as Men wholly at a ſtand, able only (in a kind 


© of filent Aſtoniſhmenr, or holy Horror) to admire 
* and adore that Finger of God, which is now lifted up 


over you all; but ſince being by you ſo lovingly in- 


* yited to it, we muſt needs at laſt break off our Silence; 
though reduc'd to an extraordinary ſuſpence, both of 
Minds and Pens, either what to ſay firſt or laſt, or 
© indeed, what to ſay at all. 

I ſhall not tranſcribe the whole Anſwer, it being of 
a great length, but only ſome remarkable Paſlages; 
which relate purely to the Church, though at thar 
Convulſions. 

Some diſtance from hence (ſays he) our Affairs, yea, 
© the general Intereſt of all the Reform d Churches, are 
* ſo cloſely involv'd in yours, and fo mutually depend- 


| Time, both Church and State labour'd under the ſame 


ing thereon, that your ſafety once procur d, aſſures 


* us all of our own good Eſtate. | 
After he had with more Deliberation, conſider d 
the grievous Tempeſt (as he terms it) that at that 


Time lay upon all the Reformed Churches, excepting his 
town; he breaks out into this Lamentation; how can we 


* forbear crying out with the Prophet Amos, in his Chap. 


the 7th, verſes 4th and 5th, O Lord, forgive, ceaſe, 
we beſeech thee, by whom ſhall Jacob ariſe? for he 15 


* ſmall; and round about him all in Flame by the Fire of 
' thy burning Indignation. Then goes on, from this our 


| own watch Tower, untauch'd as yet, by Divine Mira. 


* cle, we have beheld this furious Conflagration ſpread- 


ing itſelf all over; we have ſeen the Griſon Italian 


Churches utterly Defac'd; the Goſpel in Bohemia, its 


* ancient Seat, wholly Extirpated ; the Palatinate D 


. vour'd; the French Church as depriv'd of all Human 


41 > . 
0 Sup⸗ 


* 
n AA — n 3 


Io. — 


L 42 J 


uppötts; and Refugees, like fo many little cali 
« Birds, alive indeed, but only during Pleaſure; the 
© German Churches, almoft all over, ſhaken, ye, 
more than half Deſtroy d; your own Jreland wal. 
* lowd up with an unexpetica Detuge of Aſſaſſin 
© and Robbers; only one thing was wanting to that 
* huge heap of . r name ly, that flouriſhing 
* England, the very Eye and _—_— of the Churches 
* Chriſt's own Choice, Parchaſe and Peculiar ; the San. 
* tnary of the Afflicted; the Arſenal of the fain 
* Hearted; the Magazine of the Needy ;, the RH 
© Standard of good Hope; ſhou'd by fo many unlook'd. MW © 
for Accidents, without any external Enemy, or 
© Foreign Impreſſion, become in a manner its own fel MW * 
de ſe; and make an end of itſelf with its own cruel Ml * 
Hands. What a ſad Spectacle is this! to ſee that x 

C 

0 

& 


* Church thus trodden under Foot; to ſee that gloring 
Fold of our Lord thus Ranſack d, yea, Worried, not 

* by the wild Beaſt of the Forreſt ; not torn in pieces 

by the mercileſs Paw of the Lion, or of the Wolf, but 

* utterly diſmembred by its own unnatural Sheep, en. 

* raged and exaſperated one againſt another; an hor: Ml 
rid Example this! and tifl now never heard of among MW | 
the Reform d Churches. It ſeems heretofore ( ſays he) , 
© like Chriſt's own true Sheep, they were kept tame by 
© the fear of God; united by the fame Bond of Faith; | 
© knit together by the Apprehenſion of the Common Er. 
my; and fo long they did both expreſs, and exerciſe 

* Holily and Faithfulh, their mutual Charity, Quiet, and 

* Unity among themfelves; in all which they preſervd 

* themſelves from the Rage of the Wolf, by the Chi 

» ſtian Simplicity of their own Conditions, by the Inn. 

+ cency of their Pious Lives; by the Sanctity of their Re- 

C ligion ; by the conſtant Dudauntedueſs of their Holy Faith 
But now (lays he) we are wholly ſtruck with 
Horror, at the Change of that Glorious Face of you 
Church (meaning that of Epiſcopacy ) whilſt wt 
hear at this diftance, the loud Report of tho 


* deadly Wars, that are now flaming up betwixt tht 
King and his People; to fee at Diggers 3 
| Indeed, 
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indeed, Brethren againſt Brethren ; Parents againſt 
their own Children; Chriſt's Sheep puſhing againſt 
* and goring their own Fellows; nay, their own Shep- 
5 herds; at all this we are utterly amaz'd, and 


# wou'd ſcarce have believ'd, that in the ſelt ſame 
pitch d Field, One and the ſame God and Father, in 


the Name of one and the fame Mediator, at one and 


the ſame Time, cou d be Invocated tor Help on both 
« Sides, to ſhed the Blood of thoſe, that the Major-part 
© had hitherto, by ſo many clear Demonſtrations in the 
* whole equal courſe of their Lives, equal in their 
© Piety towards God; equal in their Love and Logalty 
towards their Country, approv'd themſelves ſuch faith- 


ful and true Brethren to one another; Stravge! _ 


+ that theſe ſhou'd now againſt their own Bowels, turn 
all their Warlike Power; far better employ'd ( ſays 


© he) in the Juſt Puniſhment of their own treacherous 


© Neighbours; or towards the Relief of their deareſt 
* Brethren, ſo bowing the Back under the weight of 
their Bondage; and even at the laſt Gaſp. (meaning 


| + the Jriſþ Proteſtants. ) 


He then ſpeaking of the Troubles in Scotland, de- 
livers himſelf. thus; © We were overjoy'd at the Iſſue 
of the Scott Troubles (the ſame thing ſet to 
* rights without Battle or Bloodſhed) that ſeem d at 


firſt to preſage a Combuſtion, not unlike this of 


* yours, and yet far ſooner quenched: For, as by 
© God's admirable Flandy work (ſo by the never-enough 
* magnified Piety and Wiſdom of your moiſt gracious 


* King; and by the Concord of that moſt wary Na- 


* tion) that Fire was in Time put out, cer it did 
* burſt into a more open Flame. 
And as a further Mark of their wonderful Eſteem for 


this Eſtabliſh d Church, and higheſt Veneration likewiſe 


they had for that Excellent and moſt Pious Prince 
(Charles the Firſt) he, in the behalf of the aforeſaid 
nes of Geneva, breaks out into Aſtoni/pment, in theſe 
Words: ö; | | 


But all theſe our good hopes, were ſoon blaſted by 


F 2 * mules 


that raging Storm and Tempeſts of Popular Tu- 
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mults among you, that did force away both your 
* moit gracious Prince from his Parliament, and allo a 
great part of the Parliament from its ſelf ; ſince 
* which, we have heard indeed of many Attempts, and 
* Enterpriſes, many Propoſitions and Projects, but all 
of them come to nothing, ( infinuating hereby that 
there was in the Party adverſe to the Crown, no Incli- 
nations to Peace, or any Reconciliation) tor (ſays he) 
nothing is yet brought to Perfection; nothing is yet 
rightly Sertled or Eſtabliſh'd ; but that the Buſineſs 
of the Church ought to have been the chiet Object of 
their Care and Solitude; and that with Minds calm 
and quiet, they ought to have weigh'd impartially 
one Thing with another, the which by an orderly 
courſe, might happily have Purchaſed a laſting Peace to 
the Kingdom; and alſo have rendred unto the Church, 
© that moſt defired Primitive Face of the Apoſtolical 
Times, as Eſtabliſh'd under Epiſcopacy, in its vi. 
* gour of Diſcipline and Government. 

The which, as at the Synod of Dort, in Holland, 
this Divine did both acknowledge to Biſhop Carelton, 
to be the beſt Form of Church- Government, and allo 
did heartily wiſh for it, in his own Church (Geneva; 
ſo doth he ſufficiently commend the happy Effects of 
it, in the ſuperlative Praiſes of the former Flouriſhing 
Eſtate of the Church of England, as before thoſe Trou- 
bles ir ſtood under Epiſcopacy. The Reſtauration of 
which former good Eſtate, is again, by this Divine, 
at the latter end ot his Letter, earneſtly wiſh'd and 
pray d for. Thus far the Reverend and truly Judicious 
Mr. John Deodate, and thus much with relation Ito 
Geneva, wherein is plainly Demonſtrated, how happy 
they would eſteem themſelves, if they could obtain a 
Settlement of Epiſcopacy among themſelves; and alſo 
how they abhor all Manner of Separation from our 
Eftabliſh'd Church. 1 l 
We will now enquire how the Reform d of other 

Countries may be ſaid to Countenance the ſeveral 
Sects that Separate trom our Eſtabliſp d Church. And 


firſt tor Sweeden; a 
V And 
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And there the Lutheran Religion being Eſtabliſb d, it 
is, and has been profeſs d by all Orders and Degrees of 


Men, ever ſince their Reformation, which upon the Ac- 


ceſſion of Guſtavus, the Firſt, to the Crown, was effectu- 
ally ſettled; all giving conſtant Attendance on Divine 
Service, in their Publick Worſhip, without any manner, 
or pretence of Separation from the fame. The Govern- 
ment having taken due care to prevent Schiſm in the 
Church, and Sedition in the State, by Means of an 


Act of Caſtrat ion, to be inflicted on all Roman Pries, 


(thoſe great Promoters of both) that ſhall be found in 
their Dominions. 8 0 | 
And as to the State of Religion in Denmarh, there 


we find, That in the Reign of Frederick the Firſt, the 


Reſorm d Religion was Eſtabliſhd throughout the 
whole Kingdom, and nothing but the Doctrine of 
Luther there takes Place. They have, tis true, given 
Liberty to ſome French Refugees, and permitted them 
to have a Church at Copenhagen, and a few Popiſh Fami- 
lies (and that for Ends beſt known to themſelves) 
at Gluchſtat; their Liturgy is very long, and their 
Ceremonies as well as Sweeden s, more numerous than 
ours; but no Separation (except in the laſt-mention'd 
at Gluck ſtat) in any Sort whatever allow'd, | 


In Norway, the Eſftabliſhd Religion, being the ſame 
with that of Sweeden and Denmark, (being under the 


Dominion of the latter) I need ſay nothing further, 
fave only, that they allow not any Toleration, 


What ſhall I now fay concerning the Seven United 


Provinces, with relation to Religion; I think I may 


y with a very Learned Gentleman of the Britiſh Na- 


tion, Holland can boaſt of more Religions than any 
one Country, though never ſo ſpacious, in the whole 
© World; and yet perhaps no part of Chriſtenaow may 
truly be ſaid to be leſs Religious than this is. Here 
* we may ſee all Sects and Parties in the open Profeſſion 


of their reſpective Tenets (all Profeſſions being Toler- 


* ated for Trading- ſake) and yet that which the Apo- 
ſtle St. James (Chap. 1. ver. 27.) calls the Pure and 
' Vndefiled Religion before God and the Father, b = 
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e little (if not leſs) known here, than in many other 


Countries. That Pablickly' Profeſſed and Generally 
* Received is the Reform d Religion, according to the 


© Tenets of Judicious Calvin. To which all that have 


any Preferment in the Government muſt adhere : None 
daring to make the leaſt Reflections on the Perſons 
and Actions of their Governors; nor can any that are 
culpable in this reſpe&, offend long with impunit). 

And now not to ſwell this beyond my tirſt Inten- 
tion, which was to oblige the common People with 
a Second Part, not in length to exceed the Firſt, l 


ſhall forbear Remarking other Reform d Churches, vis 


Bradenburgh, Saxony, the Palatinate, Frankfert, Sileſia, 
and the reſt of the Reform d Churches of the Empire; 
the Four Proteflant Cantons of the Helwetick Body, 
Converted to the Faith, Anno Chriſti, 177. and Re 
formd by Zwinglins, viz. Zarith, Bern, Baſil, and 
Scafhauſin, whole Doctrine and Worſhip, come as near 


to Apoſtolical as any, except the Church of Englaud. 


But to return, and take a tranſient View ot tho: 
Reform d Churches, that have ſharply and juſtly Cen- 
ſur'd thoſe of our Separation, and ask our Dsſſevter; 
what City of Refuge they can flee ro, to Patronize their 
Schiſmatical Principles; thoſe of France, viz, Monſitur 
De Langle, and Monſieur Claude, difown their Teve:; 
thoſe ot Holland (notwithſtanding they allow Tok 
tion to all) abhor and condemn their Principles, 2 
moſt pernicious; and declare, they ought not to be 


entruſted with Liberty, as ſays Monſieur Le Mone; 


| thoſe of Geneva, deſite not to be own'd by them, and 


very uneaſie they were, until they had got themſelres 


clear d of the Imputations laid on them, by ſome wel- 
meaning People of this Land, that did not right) 


| know their Sentiments of the Church of England. And 


how did they labour by Letters, to the late Arch-biſhoy 
of Canterbury, the late Biſhop of London, and the Ul 
verſity of Oxford, in the humble and moſt entreating 
Stile, that the Scandal of having any thing to do with 
our Difſeaters, might be taken off. And how hart 
thoſe Gentlemen rejoyc'd, ſince their Labours have 15 

thei 


. 
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their deſir d Succeſs 3 but eſpecially to their great Satis: 
faction, that they ſtand right in the Eſteem of their 
moſt Belov'd, and. highly Reverenc'd Church of Eng- 
land, whoſe Pattern with relation to Church Government, 
and Publick Worſhip, if in their Power, they would, as 
they have declared, moſt joyfmlly imitate, f 
As to Sweeden and Denmark, they cannot be ſup- 
poſed to encourage Separation in any Foreign Proteſtant 
Country, not allowing it in their own; but on the 
contrary, tis reaſonable to conjecture, that ſhou'd any 
Schiſmatical Perſons make any Efforts to diſturb their 
Churches, they wou'd ſoon put a ſtop to the growing 
Evils, by early paniſhing the Offenders. | 
I ſhall put a period to this Tract, with an Aamoni- 


| tio to all thoſe that Separate themſelves from the 


Eftabliſh'd Church; that they would ſeriouſly peruſe 
the Public Worſhip without Prejudice, and then they 
would plainly diſcover, that there is no Juſt Cauſe for 
their Dividing from us; and alſo, that they would con- 
ſider, that the Emiſſaries of Rome are at the bottom of 
all our Divi ſions ( like Moles) working under Ground 


by their Iatrigues; and fabove Ground by the giddy 


Humours and novel Fancies of our Enthuſiaſticb Sepa- 
rators; and though the Seeds of Diſſention have been 
ſown in this our Kingdom, by the Incendaries of Rome, 
and that with deplorable Succeſs; Singing their J Pæans 
upon every Miſchief that befal this Church; yet this 
will not excuſe thoſe that Separate from the Eſtabliſtꝭ d 
Church, but they muſt be look'd upon to be equally 
Culpable, at leaſt with them, ſo long as they Support 


| their Cauſe, by their not Conforming to the Eftabliſh'd 


Church. | 

I pray God give all thoſe that Divide from the Efta- 
bliſ'd Church, a true Senſe of this their Error, that they 
may Religiouſly Conform, and join with the Parochial 
Aſſemblies in Worſhipping Gad; this would confound all 
the Helliſh Deſigns of Rome, unite the Proteſtants of this 
Kingdom, in true Love and Affection, and render our Sion, 
juſtly ro be eſteem d, the Joy of the whole Earth, 
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| Same, Bo 0 ks Prinied 72 A. Betteſwor th, 
„ 1e Red Lion, in Pater-noſter-Row. . 


5 "of - HE Beauty Ta Devotion i Set forth 1 in the 


Humble and Devout Behaviour of the ſincere 


Conformiſt to the Publick Worſhip of the Church 


of England. By the Author of Sch; iſm Try d and 
Condenn'd Price 6d. 

Schiſm Try'd and Condemd. Fiif Part, 
Price 6 d. 

The Clergy-man's Addbeute! or, an Hiſto- 
rical Account of the Il Treatment of the Church 
and Clergy; from the Beginning of the Reforma- 
tion to this Time. Shewing; I. The Neceſſity of 
Aboliſhing the Firſt Fruits and Tenths, and 
making better Proviſion for the Parochial Clergy. 
II. That the Poverty of the Clergy is the Occaſion 


of their Contempt. III. That the Contempt of the 
_ Clergy is the Occaſion of the Decay of Pity. 


IV. That the Decay of Piety is the Cauſe of our 
Parties and Factions, which has long Diſturb'd our 
Happy Conflitution.. Written by a Lay-Hand; 


Price 18. 


A proper Memorial for the 29th of May, the 


Glorious Day which bleſs'd theſe Nation? with 
the Return of King Charles the Second, their 
- Rightful Monarch. Being an Hiſtorical Account 


of his wonderful Eſcape, after the Battle of or- 
ceſter, from the hot Purſuit of thoſe inhuman 
Rebels,” who, having drank his Father $ Blood, 


thirſted after his, &c. Price 1s. 


A Memorial for the 3oth of 38 or, 


Fanatick Loyalty. Being a Specimen of the Be- 


haviour of the Sectaries, towards the Royal 


vereigns. Price I 8. 
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